CHAPTER II.

RESIDENCE   IN   LONDON" AND   IK" FRANCE.

WORDSWORTH took his B.A. degree in, January, 1791, and
quitted Cambridge with no fixed intentions as to his fut-
ure career. "He did not feel himself," lie said long af-
terwards, " good enough for the Church; he felt that Ms
mind was not properly disciplined for that holy office, and
that the struggle between his conscience and his impulses
would have made life a torture. He also shrank from the
law. He had studied military history with great interest,
and the strategy of war; and he always fancied that he
had talents for command; and he at one tim e thought of
a military life; but then he was without connexions, and
he felt if he were ordered to the West Indies his talents
would not save him from the yellow fever, and he gave
that up." He therefore repaired to London, and lived
there for a time on a small allowance, and with no definite
aim. His relations with the great city were of a very
slight and external kind. He had few acquaintances, and
spent his time mainly in rambling about the streets, His
descriptions of this phase of his life have little interest.
There is some flatness in an enumeration of tlie nationali-
ties observable in a London crowd, concluding thus-"-

"Malays,Lascars, the Tartar, the Chinese,
And Fegro Ladies in white muslin gowns,"" And it seems, indeed, probable that Words-
